GOOD DEEDS : NISSAN AND HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

~ NEW VEHICLES : 2017 NISSAN TITAN AND TITAN XD

Bold and aggressive

t's unusual to have a drive event at night,

but we headed to Rawhide at Wild Horse
Pass on a recent evening, the night before
a consumer event, to learn the latest devel-
opments in Nissan’s continuing rollout of a
complete Titan full-size pickup lineup. Turns
out nighttime was not a bad time for this.

“Bold and aggressive” was a theme in
their presentation (along with their “Nissan:
Year of the Truck” tagline). No question they
have been bold to tackle the US-dominated
big pickup market. And no question they're
doing it aggressively. It was also a chance
to show off the truck’s bold lighting—LED
headlights, signature DRLs and branded
courtesy lighting when you open the door.

And it was a chance to try out their rear
camera trailer alignment technology under
challenging conditions. Nissan's cameras
are top-notch already, notably with their
pioneering 360-degree top view. Add cen-
terline guides to bring you within inches of
your trailer hitch, and any good cowboy is
going to have to think of another reason to
insist his cowgirl come along for a midnight
horse ride.

Big announcements included a gasoline V8 to
join the Cummins V8 diesel from the first round of
Titan XD pickups—and yes, they pointed out that
both engines are bold and aggressive—as well as
Titan models to join the Titan XD models. Next was
the announcement of a single cab Titan with 8-foot
bed, perfect for contractors with 4x8 materials (and
a segment winner at the Texas Truck Rodeo a few
weeks later). Coming soon will be a cab-and-a-half
King Cab—the return of a name and concept from
Datsun and Nissan pickups of the ‘70s and '80s. And
finally, they announced “America’s Best Truck War-
ranty”—?5 years / 100,000 miles bumper-to-bumper.

Our drive was brief that night, though itincluded
dirt climbs and rough-road obstacles set up on site.
But we had driven the Titan XD diesel at last year’s
Texas Truck Rodeo (where it won the title prize),
then both engines and all models this fall at the
Texas Truck Rodeo, then to and from our Habitat for
Humanity build site in Tennessee, then on our
longest leg of the Active Lifestyle Vehicle of the
Year event, from Saguaro Lake back to Chandler.

Full-size pickups are the most loyal, most com-
petitive and biggest segment in the industry, and
among the most profitable. Nissan is making their
move, boldly and aggressively.
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