VEHICLE IMPRESSION : 2016 LEXUS ES 300h

Prius's older cousin =.

he Lexus ES has always generally at-
Ttracted an upper-middle-aged, upper-
middle-class kind of buyer. The word vanilla
springs to mind. Nice car, though.

The current ES launched in 2012, its under-
pinnings shifting from mostly Toyota Camry to
mostly Avalon. A hybrid was added midyear.
We drove both versions at that time and had
been impressed with the hybrid’s value. The
hybrid has fewer horses—200 hp total in the
ES 300h (156 from its 4-cylinder gasoline en
gine), versus 268 hp wit|

this time, we didn’t find the car as transpar-
ently normal as we had a few years back. We
don’t mind a well-implemented CVT, but over-
all this powertrain needed more juice. We
tried every eco-normal-sport combination, as
well as manumatic simulation of shift points.
But it was as though overly intrusive systems
were in control, intent on minimizing driver in-
volvement, or maybe any artificial intelligence
just wasn't really heeding our intent.

that's just our speculation—regenerative sys-
tems recover energy that is otherwise “lost,”
but we had the feeling this was taking energy
that otherwise might be stopping the car.

The hybrid has a base price near $40 grand
($40,920), but with add-ons (mostly just driver
assistance systems that are standard on
many cars), ours topped $50 grand ($50,530).
The Monroney sticker bore the slogan, “The
Pursuit of Perfection.” A note with humorous
intent in our e-logbook suggested that per-
haps if it had already achieved perfection,

ou wouldn't need all the options. But instead,
fe 0 ere's the
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