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VEHICLE IMPRESSION : 2013 JEEP® WRANGLER MOAB EDITION 4X4

e seem to have the same experi-

ence every time we get our hands

on a Jeep Wrangler. We like it
from the first moment we get in, and we like driv-
ing it from the first moment its rugged wheels
start turning. It's as though there are no bad
Wranglers. They seem so well thought out, so per-
fectly assembled, and most of all conceived and
executed by people whose genuine enthusiasm
and interest in the brand show through in every
detail. The mark of the Jeep team is everywhere.

The Wrangler at hand is a special trim, the
Moab Edition. As we got close to delivery, we had
looked it up so we could pop a photo on social
media and on the “upcoming” page of our prior
issue. And from that photo, we had visualized and
basically expected a white, 4-door (Wrangler
Unlimited) hardtop. Surprise. We received what
you see here: a screamin’ Gecko Green Pearl Coat
two-door ragtop. As with the Sahara, Rubicon,
Freedom Edition and other versions, it turns out
the Moab Edition is available every which way.

The Wrangler works its way up from a Sport
model through a Sport S and Sahara, to the Moab
Edition, successively adding features. Or from the
Sahara you can branch up to the Freedom Edition,
adding different features. Or you can choose the
Jeep Wrangler Rubicon, which until Moab has
been the top model. (Moab comes in at a base
price about $2400 higher than Rubicon, although
you can still get a Rubicon 10th Anniversary
Edition at $3000 higher than Moab.)

They're well equipped throughout the lineup.
All models are powered by the same 285-hp
Pentastar 3.6L V6 with 260 Ib-ft of trail-tackling
torque. A 6-speed manual transmission is stan-
dard, with a 5-speed automatic available—as our
sample here had. Working up the lineup brings
larger wheels with more stylish (though always
rugged) finishes, a few upgraded interior touches
at the Sport S level, and by Sahara you'll be driv-
ing away with embroidered seats (standard cloth
or available leather), body-color fender flares and
the option of a body-color hard top, upgraded 368-
watt Alpine seven-speaker audio and more.

Our Moab Edition has the same Command-Trac
part-time (shift between 2WD and 4WD) transfer
case as Sport and Sahara models, with a 2.72:1
low ratio, as opposed to the Rubicon’s Rock-Track
at 4.0:1. (Moab, Utah, is not for the timid, nor is
this Jeep, but if you are maximally serious about
your off-road challenges, you may still want to
compare the Rubicon, which has several more
duty-specific features.)

Other add-ons are part function and part fun,
such as an available locking rear differential for
tough trails, Mopar fuel filler door and tail lamp
guards, and 17-inch semi-gloss black wheels from

the Rubicon. Heated leather seats with accent
stitching are standard, and the interior reminds
you of red rock glory with “Moab” grab bar, vent
rings and door pulls. Especially Jeep-like rubber
floor mats are also included, as is an expanded
electronic connectivity group of features.

We took a couple of serious excursions
into the farther reaches of the northeast
Valley—once out Seven Springs Road, where we
could negotiate tight, paved hairpins at cruising
speed. We then wandered off on what anybody
anywhere could only rightly call Jeep trails into
the upper wilds. This included serious climbs and
serious cliffs, rocks and ruts and tight, tight tumns.
It pretty much goes without saying that our two-
door Wrangler took everything this drive could
dish out and only wanted more. A second drive
brought us to a bit of an off-road park area, some
of it de facto. This area had fewer jagged boulders
than the first, but more extreme bumps and rolls,
tight pirouettes around and between boulders and
trees, and a few spots that seemed borderline
impossible. But we knew better than to even think
that, and the Wrangler again did it all.

We know the Jeep is supremely off-road capa-
ble. It's also very daily-driver capable. We had fun
and drove it aggressively, in city traffic and free-
way traffic, on surface streets against competitive
groups on sharp corners and through challenging
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