


2010 MUSTANG

reating a heritage design for a vehicle,

while bringing engineering and tech-
nology up to date, is no mean feat, but
Ford’s fifth-generation 2005 Mustang was
universally hailed as a success. Ford
Senior VP of Design J Mays tagged it at the
time as “retro-futurism.” Aside from lack
of independent rear suspension (on most
models, and bear in mind this gave classic
handling that some people preferred), the
future was here, and in classic attire.

But if the original’s look and feel had
been carefully and successfully adapted,
what could come next? The '05-09 models
evoked characteristics of models from
1964 through 1970, depending on the
leanings of the beholder, and the originals
beyond those years had headed in their
own directions. What could follow this?

With the 2010 Mustang, Ford has tackled
that challenge and triumphed. The new
model still captures the essence of its fore-
bears, but moves the ball forward not only
in styling, but with a multitude of tech-
nological innovations. Exterior styling is
immediately recognizable as the same car,
though reportedly only the roof panel and
A-pillars are carried forward from the old
car. (Despite all the changes, though, the
2010 Mustang is not considered a new gen-
eration, as it is built on the same platform.)

The interior, however, has been re-
worked comprehensively, not only in style
but in function, putting it on a par with, or
exceeding, much of the immediate comp-
etition, as well as what’s needed to play in
the general marketplace. Among many
features, one of our favorites is one that
serves no practical purpose: an Ambient
Lighting System with MyColor™ (see
photos to right) allows drivers to custom-
ize the interior lighting of the vehicle to
suit their mood. The system features
seven base colors: ice blue, purple, blue,
orange, red, white and green. Owners can
actually create 125 custom colors by mix-
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THE REVEAL: live and in person in Santa Monica...
live via satellite at Scottsdale Pavilions...

We secured credentials to the 2010 Mustang
reveal two ways:

On the evening before the start of press days
for the Los Angeles Auto Show, Ford introduced
the new steed at the Santa Monica Airport.

And on the home front, as the Santa Monica
event was broadcast live via satellite (this feed
was later replayed on SPEED™) to eight or ten
enthusiast cores around the nation, including to
Arizona Mustang clubs and other invitees at the
United Artists theater, at Scottsdale Pavilions
on Indian Bend (the location of the well-known
weekly car show each Saturday night).

We designated a team for each.

The Santa Monica event was a tour de force,
despite two strikes in the form of [a] Detroit
executives being grilled that week by
Congress about their need for a cash infusion,
which included pointed questions about why
every car is not a Prius, and [b] smoke and
traffic snarls from the worst wildfires the Los
Angeles area has probably ever seen. But with
two strikes, Ford hit a home run with the
Mustang and with the event, which also
featured a dozen or so top-tier Mustang race
cars from over the years, amazingly located
and transported to the site, accompanied by
their legendary drivers, from Carroll Shelby to
Arizona’s own Lyn St. James.

Out of all the people in Santa Monica, all the
camera angles, and all the theaters receiving
feed, the Pavilions crowd was lucky enough to
have one of their own, an otherwise-uniden-
tified Jeff, appearing live in the center of the
crowd shots, with cellphone in hand, paving
the way for the clubs’ own satellite remote
cheers from here and waves from there, which
was actually pretty cool, when you consider
nobody else watching elsewhere had a clue.
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