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There are cur rent ly two lanes in each direc tion
be  tween Anthem Way, north of Phoenix, and

Flag staff on Interstate 17 (I-17), passing through
rolling terrain in the southern and northern seg-
ments, with mountainous terrain and steep, nar row
lanes be tween Black Canyon City and Sun set
Point. The 23 miles be tween Anthem Way and
Sunset Point are some of the most heavily utilized
in Ari zona, with over a million travelers each year. 

Commercially, I-17 connects I-10 and I-40, two
of the nation’s principal coast-to-coast interstates,
mak ing it key to over $300 billion in goods shipped
into and out of Arizona each year. 

Note that I-11 from Las Vegas (and ultimately
Reno) to Wickenburg (and ultimately Nogales) also
remains under ongoing development.

To ease the burden on I-17, the Arizona Depart -
ment of Transportation (ADOT) is about to widen
15 miles of road way, replace two bridges and
widen 10 oth ers, and construct some eight miles
of flex lanes. The project falls into two sections.

ANTHEM WAY TO BLACK CANYON CITY. I-17 will be
widened from two to three general purpose lanes
in each direction for these miles.

BLACK CANYON CITY TO SUNSET POINT. The high-
way will retain two general purpose lanes in each
direction for this stretch, but the landscape will
nonetheless be transformed by a new flex lane sys-

tem, de signed to alleviate traffic congestion dur ing
peak travel times or when an accident causes de -
lays. Flex lanes are an additional two-lane road-
way for one direction of traffic at a time and can
run north- or southbound depending on the need.
These will make it easier to travel safely through
the area without familiar miles-long backups.

KEY PLAYERS AND FUNDING. The project is a Pri -
vate Public Partnership (P3) under a Design-Build-
Operate-Maintain (DBOM) con tract, with an esti-
mated budget of $445.9 million in current dollars.
Of this, $175.9 million will come from federal aid
with matching state highway funds; $130 million
from state highway funds appropriated by the
state legislature in 2019; $90 million from an Infra -
structure for Rebuilding America grant; and $50
million as programmed by the Maricopa As so ci a -
tion of Governments for the Maricopa County por-
tion of the project. The General Engineering Con -
sultant is HDR, and the Project Developer is a
Kiewit-Fann Joint Venture (KFJV). 

SCHEDULE. Construction will begin in 2022 and
take about three years to complete. Because much
travel and congestion on I-17 occurs on weekends,
lane closures will primarily be on weeknights from
7 pm to 6 am, though adjacent construction that
does not impact travel lanes will occur on week-
days and weekends, and delays are possible as

drivers pass by an active work zone. 
Controlled rock blasting and intersection and

bridge closures will occur at any time and could
im  pact your travel plans. 

If you live or work in the affected region, you
may encounter traffic detours and reduced speeds
in gen eral. Businesses should provide employees,
de livery companies and customers with alternate
travel plans, and plan for time-sensitive situations.

The project team will keep the public and daily
commuters informed of all closures, restrictions
and detours so stay up-to-date on the latest con-
struction-related impacts. 

You can call 511, check the AZ 511 app, or visit
online at az511.gov to learn about ongoing con-
struction activities and current delays before head -
ing out, and you can sign up for email updates. ■

Key stretch of I-17 to be widened


