
T alk about a one-stop-shop: At Nurdberger, off
US 60 on Hill Street in Globe, you can get

your hands on burgers, coffee, sweets and... nerds?
You read that right. This uniquely-themed hambur -
ger joint prides itself in being nerdy. Its main lobby
has arcade games, and the walls are covered in
posters of comic book characters. Most important-
ly, the menu is nicely put to geth er. I went with a
Power Nurd 1/4-pound burger (or, berger), with a
side of onion rings the diameter of pancakes.

Globe is a small mining town about an hour and
half east of Phoenix, with about 7,000 residents.
When a friend pitched the idea of a weekend group
drive, we had no problem rounding up 11 people
in eight different (and I do mean very di verse) ve -
hicles to spend the day on the road. For a burger. 

Comprising the participating vehicles were two
versions of Acura NSX, Acura TSX, Ford Mustang
Saleen, Hyundai Elantra Sport, Pontiac G8 GXP,
Porsche Cayman and Toyota FJ Cruiser.

The first 35 or 40 minutes are largely flat and
straight, but after you pass through Superior and
make your way up through the Queen Creek Tun -
nel on 60, things get a lot more interesting. It was
here that I got to have some fun with the NSX.

(At the same time, I enjoyed some recently
downloaded road trip music from Tropical House
Records. “Feel My Love” by Markvard was one of
my faves. It was therapeutic. Picture me blasting
that at max volume while rowing gears through
the Superstition Moun tains.)

Greg brought out his rare 1989 Fox-body Mus -
tang SSC—one of only 160 vehicles built by
Saleen that year, and with only 13,000 miles on it.
Speaking of rare, Kyle’s immaculate 2009 G8 GXP
6-speed manual is a rarity in itself and put us all
to shame with its impeccable tire shine. James’
Elantra Sport rolled over 3,000 miles along the
way. And I must say, Donald’s FJ, despite being
unlike any of the other contenders, held its own in
the twisties. Unfortunately, though, he said he
burned through seven-eighths of a tank of gas on
the trip. That’s okay—the burger and the experi-
ence were worth it.

Everyone seemed to have a good time. As
someone who is 100 percent nerd, I can appreci-
ate the al lure of a place like Nurdberger, and I was
glad for an excuse to get some time on the open
road and spend it with great people. ■
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