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T
here’s an Arizona waterfall larger than Nia -
ga ra, named Grand Falls and known for its

brown color. But there’s a catch: timing. I missed
the snow runoff season, and Grand Falls wasn’t so
grand, after all. It was down to just a trickle. You
see, Grand Falls only exists during a short window
of time in the spring or after very heavy rains. 

I had taken a gamble on the chance I might get
to see something dramatic after about 10 miles of
dirt road, but it was pretty quiet out there on this
early May day. At least the scenery was nice.

At right is a photo of what Grand Falls can look
like. Below is what we really saw this time around.

The falls are 185 feet tall, whereas Niagara is
167 feet. So you can bet I’ll be trekking back out
when the viewing is optimal.

Determined to not have the entire day be a
bust, I proceeded to my next destination: the Ari -
zona Snowbowl ski resort, the largest of Arizona’s
ski resorts at higher elevations. Snowbowl opened
in 1938, a short drive up a fun, winding road from

Flagstaff to the lodge at 9,200 feet elevation. I
encountered raindrops as I made my way up the
mountainside and watched the temperature dip
from mid-50s to 41 in the matter of a few miles.

Amenities at the lodge were limited this time of
year. There was still a fair amount of snow on the
ground at that elevation, but lifts were not in oper-
ation. However, their website said they were
expected to be open at least one more weekend,
through the 19th of May. In fact, the site said that
extended weekend would make this year’s season
the longest in the resort’s 81-year history. Too bad
I didn’t have time to pick up a quick lift pass!

The last place on my checklist for the day was
a step back in time to Bedrock City, home of Fred
and Wilma Flintstone, along Highway 64 north of
Williams. From 1960 through 1966, Wil liam Hanna
and Joseph Barbera of Hanna-Bar bera Produc -
tions produced 166 episodes of “The Flint stones,”
which became one of the most iconic TV shows in
recent memory, as a result inspiring lots of road-

side Americana to go along with it. A Flintstones-
themed 62-acre theme park opened in Custer City,
South Dakota in 1966. The same owner built a
similar operation in Arizona in 1972. Both loca-
tions were sold and closed in 2019, but the build-
ings and some of the relics remain.

When I stopped by the Arizona version of Bed -
rock City on a Saturday afternoon, I was greeted
by a massive Fred and “Yabba-Dabba-Doo” sign.
A campground, gift shop and restaurant were all
painted in bright colors and architecturally de -
signed to resemble the cartoon. Luckily, despite
being abandoned, it appears that vandals for the
most part have left things alone so far in the four
months it had been closed.

A recent news item stated that the property
will become “Raptor Ranch,” a showcase of birds
of prey. So perhaps there is another chapter to the
location’s history as a tourist destination (or tour -
ist trap, whichever way you see it).

I bid farewell to the dinosaur skeleton in the
parking lot and headed home after a fulfilling day
exploring the Arizona high country. 
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