
BOWMAN eNASCAR WIN
ARIZONA NATIVE TAKES PODIUM IN
OVERTIME FINISH AT VIRTUAL TALLADEGA

L ike many NASCAR drivers, Tucson native Alex Bowman has
kept busy during the coronavirus lockdown and suspended

race schedule developing new skills. He’s getting the hang of it
too, winning the eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invitational Ser ies race
on Sunday, April 26.

The GEICO 70 at virtual Talladega Super speed way was the
fifth race of the simulation series, created in March in an effort
to fill the sports-viewing void created by real-world racing being
on hold because of the pandemic. 

Bowman wasn’t sure if he had enough fuel left for an overtime
finish, but it turns out he had plenty and then some. He led on the
overtime restart and raced side by side with Ty Dillon’s GEICO
Chev rolet around the final turn, but Dillon crashed and Bow man
charged ahead to a dramatic first victory in the series.

Pole-starter Corey LaJoie grabbed second place, with Ryan
Preece a close third. Jeff Gordon, in his eNASCAR iRacing Pro
Invitational Ser ies debut, finished 38th in a 39-car field after a
pair of crashes. The first, on Lap 16, catapulted his throwback
No. 24 Chevrolet into the catch fencing, forcing him to use a
repair reset to continue. The four-time NASCAR champion also
added commentary to the broadcast through his usual role as a
FOX Sports analyst, along with guest analyst Clint Bowyer.

Virtual pre-race festivities were loaded with star power, head-
lined by Randy Owen of legendary country group Alabama sing -
ing the national anthem, with actor Tim Allen giving the command
to start virtual engines on FOX, FS1 and the FOX Sports App.

The stars of the NASCAR Cup Series were scheduled to com-
pete the following Sunday, May 3, on the virtual Monster Mile at
Dover International Speedway. ■
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A nnounced during  Spring Race Week end at
Phoenix Raceway in March was the forma-

tion of the NASCAR Accelerators, a host commit-
tee led by Co-Chairs Arizona Governor Doug Ducey
and Aric Zion, CEO of Zion & Zion advertising and
digital marketing agency, to support the NASCAR
2020 Championship event here this November.

The NASCAR Accelerators comprises communi-
ty and business leaders who will serve as Ari zo -
na’s ambassadors for NASCAR. With the NASCAR
Championship and Arizona Accelerator Charities
(a donor-advised fund of The NASCAR Foundation)
as its platform, the NASCAR Accelerators are ded -
icated to “accelerating the community through mo -
 tor sports” by promoting community investment.

“We are honored to announce this elite list of
exceptional community leaders as local ambassa-
dors for Phoenix Raceway, NASCAR and the 2020
NASCAR Championship Weekend,” said Phoenix
Race way President Julie Giese. “The development
of this group showcases the incredible support for
NASCAR in Arizona and the unwavering commit-
ment to making a difference for those in need
within our community.”

Throughout the year, Phoenix Raceway and the
NASCAR Accelerators will plan events leading up
to and during the week of the 2020 NASCAR
Championship Weekend, November 6-8. The com-
mittee will also work to raise funds for Arizona Ac -
celerator Charities while building anticipation in
Arizona for the NASCAR Champion ship.

Arizona Accelerator Charities has identified

four nonprofit organizations—which must align
with The NASCAR Foundation’s mission of sup-
porting military, education, health care or family
enrichment programs in Arizona—to receive
Accelerator Awards, major gifts presented by the
NASCAR Accelerators: The 100 Club of Arizona,
Teach for America Phoenix, Veteran Tickets Foun -
dation (Vet Tix) and Phoenix Children’s.

“Arizona has a long and proud history of host-
ing premier sports championships, and we’re hon-
ored to have NASCAR join that esteemed list,”
said Governor Ducey. “I welcome this opportunity
to support the NASCAR Accelerators, who will
play a key role in promoting our beautiful state to
motorsports fans from around the world and en -
sure that our own local charities benefit as well.”

Active founding members of the NASCAR
Accelerators represent a wide range of profes-

sions from across Arizona, including sports, busi-
ness, the nonprofit sector and media. These mem-
bers include Co-Chair Aric Zion, Nikki Balich,
Latasha Causey, Mark Clifford, Todd Davis, Gregg
Edgar, Larry Ferguson, Angela Harrolle, Sintra
Hoffman, Brian Hogan, Debbie Johnson, John
Levin, Linda Little, Michelle Major, Casey Mears,
Scott Pasmore, Anita Petersen, Robbie Petty,
Monique Porras, Eddie Rausch, Kim Sabow, Ray
Schey, Bobbi Sparrow and Adam Walter.

In addition to Governor Ducey, honorary found-
ing members of the NASCAR Accelerators include
State Senator Lupe Contreras, State Repre sen ta -
tive Diego Espinoza, Maricopa County Supervisor
Steve Gallardo, Arizona Republic Contributor
Michael Knight, U.S. Senator Jon Kyl, State Rep -
resentative Lorenzo Sierra, and City of Avondale
Mayor Kenn Weise. ■
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NASCAR FINAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
WEEKEND IN PHOENIX
NOVEMBER 6-7-8 2020: TICKETS ON SALE

P hoenix Raceway has brought premier motorsports events to the South -
west since 1964 and has long hosted two NASCAR race weekends each

year. The 2020 season kicked off with FanShield 500 Speed Fest Weekend,
March 6-8, featuring the NASCAR Cup Series, NASCAR Xfinity Series and a
new addition, the ARCA Menards Ser ies. In November, there is a big change.

Fall race weekend, long the penultimate race of the NASCAR season, will
this year, for the first time in the history of the sport, host the final events of
the season—NASCAR Cham pionship Weekend—from No vember 6-8. Over a
three-day weekend, champions will be crowned in the NASCAR Cup Series,
NASCAR Xfinity Series, NASCAR Gander RV & Out doors Truck Series, and the
ARCA Menards Series West. This exciting development was announced in a
press conference at the facility in spring 2019, with track president Julie Giese,
NASCAR Vice Chairman Mike Helton and Arizona Governor Doug Ducey.

“It’s difficult to put into words the level of excitement we feel here at
Phoenix Raceway and across the entire community for this NASCAR season
and what is to come between now and November 8,” said Phoenix Raceway
President Julie Giese. “I’m incredibly proud that our facility, and the State of
Arizona, will be hosting this year’s NASCAR Championship Weekend.”

As part of the championship weekend, fans will have the opportunity to take
in all the excitement at the event, including the midway experience, featuring
merchandise haulers and interactive displays from sponsors and vendors. Fans
will also have the opportunity to purchase the INfield Experience, providing
unprecedented access to their favorite drivers and teams throughout the entire
weekend in the NASCAR Cup Series garages, Drivers Meeting Walks, driver
introductions and postrace championship celebrations.

Tickets and INfield access for the 2020 NASCAR Championship Weekend
are available at PhoenixRaceway.com, by phone at 1-866-408-RACE (7223), or
in person at the ISM Raceway ticket office.

Phoenix Raceway also hosts a variety of events throughout the year, includ-
ing corporate meetings and conferences, charity events, holiday events, sport
and endurance competitions, driving schools and Segway tours. ■

NASCAR ACCELERATORS UNVEILED
OFFICIAL HOST COMMITTEE OF THE 2020 NASCAR CHAMPIONSHIP IN ARIZONA

(Top) Phoenix Raceway President Julie Giese and
Ari zona Governor Doug Ducey at last year’s an -
nounce ment of Phoenix as home to this year’s
season finale NAS CAR Championship Weekend in
November. // (lower) City of Avondale Mayor Kenn
Weise, Julie Giese and former US Senator Jon Kyl
speak about NASCAR Accelerators in March 2020.


