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In our first foray out—and theirs—as pandemic
lockdowns eased, we followed along as Air
Cooled Arizona gathered the troops for a run

from Fountain Hills to Payson. This is one of our
favorite regional drives, up the Beeline Highway
from an elevation of about 1,500 feet to 5,000
feet, running from saguaro desert to piñon pines to
high country Ponderosa forests. Air-cooled vehi-
cles are sensitive to elevation changes, benefiting
from resetting their timing along the way for opti-
mum performance, and of course their diet of
engine-cooling air becomes both thinner and cool-
er along this route.

Air Cooled Arizona is known for their Second
Sundays gathering of Volkswagen, Porsche and a

smattering of other air-cooled vehicles, owners and
enthusiasts, at the Phoenix Public Market, 14 E
Pierce Street, Phoenix, basically a specialized cars
and coffee, as well as other occasional special
gatherings and local or regional lunch drives, such
as the one we joined.

Vehicles included exactly what you’d expect—
plenty of bugs and buses, a good presence of Kar -
mann Ghias and the occasional VW Thing, along
with Porsche 356, 911 and 914—plus the occa-
sional British or Italian surprise.

A significant proportion of participants
bore the insignia of Original Ger man
Käfers (Beetles), an event and

cruise club of its own, smoothly folded into the Air
Cooled Arizona umbrella.

Ours was just a simple distance tag-along ap -
petizer, but we made special note of a nice variety
of specific vehicles and hope to connect with a
few of the owners in the future, to bring you a
good look at some of our favorite special builds,
from dune buggy to rat or heavy metal finishes, to
immaculate camper or original Beetle restoration.

Facebook is the best place to follow informa-
tion on Air Cooled Arizona’s events and activities,
as well as those of Original German Käfers. ■

24 • November-December 2020 • ARIZONADRIVER

A run to cooler, thinner air by Joe Sage


