


T here was something different
about this 22nd running of the
Copperstate 1000 vintage sports

car rally. Several of the more than 70 par-
ticipating vehicles were not quite what
you’d define as sports cars.

Now, it’s typical for a couple of such
cars to show up. For example, every year,
Ed Marshall brings his 1966 Pontiac GTO,
and there are usually a couple of vintage
American classics on the cruise; this year
they included 1935 Auburn 851 Phaeton
and a 1937 Packard 12507 Dietrich Vic -
tor ia convertible.

And, again as usual, Ferraris and
Shelbys—Mustangs and Cobras—and
Corvettes and Jaguars and Porsches com -
prised the majority of the Copper state
contingent.

And there were the breathtaking sports
cars, including the 1942 Alfa Romeo 6C
2500 SS—one of only six left on the plan-
et—with its Aerodynamica bodywork, and
the 1956 HRG—one of only four built with
the Le Mans Twin Cam engine—and the
bright red over white 1954 Arnolt Bristol,
the 1957 Jaguar Cozzi Special, the 1956
Jaguar D-type racer, the stunning 1953
Viganle-bodied Ferrari 212, the 1955 Kurtis
500 from the famed Mexican road race,
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A 1963 Buick Riviera leads a group of traditional
sports cars on a winding mountain road in between
Bagdad and Flagstaff (opposite page). The Cop per -
state 1000 again launched from Tempe Diablo
Stadium (this page top and bottom) and included a
scenic drive to and from Flagstaff (middle).
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and even a trio of rare Porsche 911 RSs.
But what was different this year was the

presence of some relatively late model
Detroit iron—late meaning 1960s because
no vehicle built after the 1973 model year
is eligible for the trip. For example, not
only was there Marshall’s GTO, but a 1967
“goat” as well, plus a 1963 Buick Riviera,
a 1969 Pontiac Fire bird, a 1964 Pontiac
Bonneville convertible and even a 1959
Chevrolet Impala convertible with a Conti -
nental kit.

“I was somewhat shocked when they
accepted my entry” admitted Craig Stull,
owner of the powder-blue ’64 Bonneville.

Stull built his Bonneville as a tribute to
his mother. As a teenager back in Dayton,
Ohio, he had learned to drive—“and to
parallel park”—in his mother’s powder-
blue ’64 Bonneville convertible.

Stull hunted for but couldn’t find a ’64
Bonneville convertible in the same interi-
or and exterior color combination, so he
finally bought what he thought was a well-
restored one that was painted burgundy
on the outside and had a black interior.

Turns out the frame was fine, but once the
exterior paint was removed, Stull discov-
ered the body needed a lot of work. Stull’s
restoration figured to take two years, but
Stull hadn’t figured it would take an extra
year to find the right exterior door panels.

But the car was finished, and Stull
thought “it would be fun” to take it on the
annual 1000-mile rally around Arizona, so
he applied—and, to his pleasant sur-
prise—was accepted by the organizing
committee.

Stull was not alone among those who
thought the event would be fun and partic-
ipated for the first time. Some 40 percent
of the starting field was newbies. Some,
such as Stull, brought American, but oth-
ers, such as London-born New Yorker
Phillip Toledano, brought exotics, in Tole -
dano’s case, a 1968 Iso Rivolta Grifo.

Some sports car purists may not have
been thrilled with such less exotic, less
than svelte American cars, but others wel-
comed them.

“This rally is all about people driving
cars that people like seeing on the road,”
said Rick Rome, whose 1957 Jaguar Cozzi

Historic vehicles (far left), American classics (left)
and European sports cars (below) participate in
the 22nd Annual Copperstate 1000 Road Rally.
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Special was among the most exotic of the
Copperstate contingent.

“And the people at the stadium loved
the muscle cars,” added his wife and co-
driver, Nancy.

“The stadium” would be Tempe Diablo
Stadium, spring training home of the Los
Angeles Angels baseball team and the
place from which the Copperstate 1000
launches its drive, which this year went
from Phoenix on a roundabout route
north to Flagstaff, then south to Tucson
and on to just north of the US-Mexico bor-
der before coming back to Phoenix. 

The Copperstate 1000 is organized by
the Men’s Arts Council as a fund-raiser for
the Phoenix Art Museum (money also is
raised each year for the 10-90 Foun -
dation, which helps the families of Ari -
zona state troopers who have been
injured or killed in the line of duty). 

Among the MAC’s many road-rally
inno vations is the “Field of Dreams” car
show which arrays the 70-80 Copperstate
cars around the baseball field’s warning

Roosevelt Lake is the backdrop for a lunch stop on
the rally (below). In addition to the Ferraris (top left)
and Jaguars (lower left), there were American
beauties (lower right) and even a Datsun 240Z.

track, puts customs and hot rods on the
stadium’s mezzanine, and opens the sta-
dium parking lots to local cars clubs and
car collectors for what has become one of
the area’s major car shows.

This year, there was Detroit iron not
only in the parking lot but arrayed around
the baseball field.

Pointing to the Pontiacs and Buick and
big Chevy convertible, one of the of Cop -
perstate participants explained, “These
are the cars that people can say, ‘that was
like my first car’ or ‘that was like the car
my dad had,’ and very few people are
going to say that about a Ferrari 212.”

Ironically, it was Marshall, the Copper -
state regular and GTO driver, who ex -
pressed any displeasure with the Detroit-
built newcomers.

“I get to see these all the time,” he said.
“I like to see the exotic foreign cars [on
the Copperstate because] I don’t see them
all the time.” ■

The Copperstate vintage rally gives drivers an
opportunity to turn back the clock (top), gives
spectators a chance to get up close to historic cars
(lower left and right), and includes eight Arizona
Dept. of Public Safety motorcycle troopers to make
sure everyone drives safe and sound.
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