
Following several years of study, technical
analysis and input from communities and

stakeholders, the Arizona Department of Trans -
por tation has selected a final 55-mile North-South
Corridor through Pinal County. The continuous, ac -
cess-controlled north-south transportation corridor
is intended to:
▼ Improve access to future activity centers
▼ Improve regional mobility
▼ Improve north-to-south connectivity
▼ Integrate the region’s transportation network
▼ Address existing and future population and

employment growth
▼ Provide an alternative to congestion on I-10

The Final Tier 1 En vi ronmental Impact State -
ment (EIS) and Record of Decision (ROD), pub-
lished on August 20, identifies the selected corri-
dor, which stretches from US 60 in Apache Junc -
tion to Interstate 10 in Eloy in Pinal County. The
study also incorporates a proposed extension of
State Route 24 from Ironwood Drive to the North-
South Corridor.

The Record of Decision is the final decision-
mak ing document for the Tier 1 study. Conducted
in accordance with the National Environmental
Pol icy Act (NEPA), all public comments and ques-
tions received during the Draft Tier 1 EIS comment
period are addressed in the Final Tier 1 EIS, as well
as updated analyses based on new information,
and identifies a Selected Corridor Alternative for
the proposed North-South Corridor. Because this
is a combined EIS/ROD, there is no formal com-
ment period.

The Final Tier 1 EIS includes a phased imple-
mentation plan with preliminary recommenda-
tions for how the North-South Corridor could
move forward into Tier 2 studies. Subsequent Tier
2 environmental and engineering studies as part
of the NEPA process would further refine the se -
lected 1,500-foot North-South Cor ridor to identify
a recommended 400-foot freeway alignment and
identify planned interchange locations and other
project elements. The phased implementation
plan includes smaller segments that may advance
as separate, independent projects. These studies,
not yet fully funded, would include additional
anal ysis and more opportunities for public review
and comment. ADOT is considering all funding
options to move through the Tier 2 study process
and eventually to construction.

The Final Tier 1 EIS is available at repository lo -
cations throughout the study area and online at
www.azdot.gov/northsouthstudy. ■
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