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As with their Curves of Steel automotive
exhibit in 2007, the Phoenix Art Museum

has aced every other museum in the world,
large or small, automotive or otherwise, by
pul  ling together a landmark exhibition of his-
toric, world-renowned racing cars—Leg ends
of Speed—the Museum’s first major exhibi-
tion of racing cars, running through March 15.
Phoenix Art Museum will be the sole venue
for this landmark exhibition.

Inspired by the success of Curves of Steel
—the first art exhibition to explore the influ-
ence of streamlining on American and Euro -
pean 20th-century automobile de sign, bring-
ing the rarest of the rare from around the
globe, many by extraordinary means—Leg -
ends of Speed brings an equally standout sel -
ection of historic cars to Phoenix. 

All the featured cars have been loaned to
Phoenix Art Museum by internationally rec-
ognized col lectors and automotive museums
from across the US (including within Arizona),
including Melani and Rob Walton and the In -
di   anapolis Motor Speedway Museum. 

The exhibition showcases more than 20 of
the most famous top tier cars driven by Mario
Andretti, Colin Chapman, Jim Clark, AJ Foyt,
Dan Gurney, Stirling Moss and others and in -
cludes winners of the 24 Hours of Le Mans,
In di anapolis 500 and Italian Grand Prix. 

You’ll discover an unprecedented selection
spanning six decades, with featured marques
including Alfa Romeo, Bugatti, Ferrari, Ford,

Mas erati and Mercedes-Benz. “This exhibi-
tion is truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
experience many of the world’s most famous
and successful race cars all in one place,”
said Gilbert Vicario, deputy director for cura-
torial affairs and Selig Family chief curator.

High lights include AJ Foyt’s first Indi an ap -
olis 500 winner, on loan from the In di an ap olis
Motor Speedway Museum, and Mario An dret -
ti’s Formula One championship winner, a 1977
Lotus 79. Visitors will also see the Ford GT 40
that won the re nowned 24 Hours of Le Mans
in France not once but twice—highly unusu-
al, as a year is a long time in racing, and most
cars are completely new each year—first in
1968, driven by Pedro Rodriguez and Lucien
Bianchi, and again in 1969, driven by Jacky
Ickx and Jackie Oliver.

In addition to modern racing cars, Legends
of Speed presents a number of pre-World
War II cars, including the original 1911 Frank -
lin driven by Ralph Hamlin in the 1910 Desert
Classic—also known as the “Cactus Derby”
— an off-road race from Los Angeles to Phoe -
nix predating modern highways. Ham lin’s
Franklin came in second place, surviving the
500-mile journey across rugged desert ter-
rain. The exhibition also features a 1929
Bugatti Type 35 driven by Hellé Nice, colloqui-
ally known as “The Bugatti Queen.” Nice,
whose real name was Helene Delangle, was
the first Women’s Grand Prix winner and is
considered the fastest woman racing profes-

sional prior to World War II.
The first of its kind exhibition is accompa-

nied by a fully illustrated catalog featuring
race cars from the 1910s through the 1970s,
which includes an informative essay by leg-
endary driver Lyn St James of Phoenix. 

Legends of Speed, organized by Phoenix
Art Museum, is made possible through the
generosity of Melani and Rob Walton,
through The Rob and Melani Walton Foun da -
tion, Susan and Carter Emerson, Carl & Mari -
lynn Thoma Art Foundation, Joan Cremin Ex -
hi bition Endowment, Laurie and Budd Flor kie -
wicz, Jackson Family Foundation, APS and
Outfront Media. Additional support is provid-
ed by Sonia and John Breslow, Nancy and
Najeeb Kahn, Del and Sharron Lewis, and
narrative™. The Museum also acknowledges
the contributions of their Circles of Support
and Museum members.

This special-engagement exhibition is free
for Museum members; veterans and active-
duty military and their families; and kids age 5
and younger. General admission for adults is
$23 (seniors $20, students with ID $18, youth
6-17 $14). All special-engagement exhibitions
are included with general admission. 

During voluntary-donation times (Wednes -
days from 3-9 pm and the first Friday of each
month from 6-10 pm) when gen eral admission
is pay-what-you-wish, admission to Legends
of Speed is $8 adult, $5 youth. F

For more details, visit www.phxart.org. ■
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Landmark race car exhibit in Phoenix

(Above) 1960 Maserati Tipo 61 “Birdcage” (no. 94), courtesy of Sunchase Holdings. Photo: Peter Harholdt. // (At right, top to bottom)  The 1967 Gurney Weslake Eagle
F1 (no. 36), lightest and fastest of the Grand Prix Eagle race cars and the only American-built car to win Formula One in the modern era. // 1927 Miller 91 (no. 4),
handcrafted in Los Angeles, which broke several international records at Montlhéry and the Italian Grand Prix in Monza with its 252 hp, 1536 lb weight and 145
mph top speed. // 1965 Lotus-Ford Type 38 (no. 82) made famous by drivers Gurney, Clark and Chapman. // 1964 Shelby Daytona Cobra Coupe (no. 9) in which Dan
Gurney and Bob Bondurant won their class at Le Mans. // Lyn St James—standing between the Lotus-Ford and a 1913 Duesenberg (no. 10), the first ever to wear
the Duesenberg badge, driven at the 1914 Indy 500 by Eddie Rickenbacker—provides insights, anecdotes and an overview at a media preview. Photos: AZ Driver.


