
• 2019 Fiat 500X

• Genovation GXE

• 2019 Honda Passport

• 2020 Hyundai Palisade

• 2020 Jeep® Gladiator

• Audi e-tron GT concept

• BMW i Vision Dynamics concept

• Byton M-Byte Concept SUV

T he Los Angeles Auto Show is the first of the major international shows
on the calendar and the handiest to Ari zo na, a 45-min ute flight or six-
hour drive away. 

LA Auto Show Press and Trade Days officially merged with a Con nected Car
Expo last year, un der a new title of AutoMobility LA, as the show’s hosts blend
consumer electronics, the automotive in dus try and urban planning.

Automotive manu fac tur ers still bring their first wave of new pro duc tion
model reveals, concepts and technological ad  vances. Here are some highlights
(alphabetically).

AUDI pushes their new electric vehicle group into the performance realm with
the e-tron GT concept. Its flat-floor architecture allows sleek, long fastback
styling and a low center of gravity for road-hugging performance from a 434 kW
(590-hp) power pack (sent to its 285/30 22-inch wheels via quattro all-wheel-
drive). Lightweight body construction (developed with Porsche) combines ele-
ments of carbon, aluminum and high-strength steel. The powertrain frees up
space for trunks both front (3.5 cu.ft.) and rear (15.9 cu.ft.). Zero-to-62 mph ac -
celeration is expected to be about 3.5 seconds, with top speed limited to 149.1
mph to maximize battery range. The Audi e-tron GT will be featured in Marvel
Studios’ Avengers 4 this summer and will enter volume production in late 2020.

With a promise of 25 electrified models by 2025—12 purely electric—BMW
had five EVs at LA. One eye-catcher was the BMW i Vision Dynamics concept
for an all-electric, emission-free four-door Gran Coupe targeting 0-60 mph in
4.0 seconds, a top speed of 120 mph, and a range of 373 miles. The i Vision
Dynamics concept is also a study in the brand’s styling language, including an
evolved window profile. BMW also showed a sportier i3s, a lightweight M3
CS, an 8 Series concept, X7 iPerformance concept, new 6 Series Gran Turismo,
an M5 with new M-specific xDrive AWD, and even a BMW C-Evolution elec-
tric scooter, as well as an EV concept for their MINI brand.

Chinese automaker BYTON (with a North American tech center in Silicon
Valley and a concept and design center in Munich) showed off its M-Byte
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Concept SUV, a production version of which is scheduled to launch in China in
late 2019 and the US and Europe by 2020. Byton’s focus is on artificial intelli-
gence, electric powertrains and autonomous vehicles. Byton’s booth was set
up as a very short test track, where consumers could line up for a test ride in
the M-Byte concept during the show, a chance to try its high-speed connectiv-
ity and see its Shared Experience Display (SED), a full-vehicle-width screen.

FIAT showed off a new 2019 500X with an all-new, standard-equipment 1.3-
liter turbo with the latest iteration—MultiAir III—of FCA’s exclusive valve-
actuation technology, plus engine stop-start and stated best-in-class torque.
Also standard are a nine-speed automatic transmission and all-wheel drive
with a disconnecting rear axle for improved fuel efficiency. In addition to new
front and rear fascia designs, the new small FIAT crossover’s almost 70 safety
and security features now include Adaptive Cruise Control and Front Park
Assist. Built in Italy and available in three trims—Pop, Trekking and Trekking
Plus—the new 500X arrives this spring, starting at $25,785.

GENOVATION, of Rockville, Maryland, made its first visit to a US auto show
a notable one, with the Corvette-based GXE, the world's first street legal all-
electric supercar, expected to exceed 220 mph, with a range of more than 175
miles on a full charge, promising ultra-high performance and efficient daily-
driver convenience. Designed, developed and produced in the US, it uses
state-of-the-art batteries, inverters and electric twin-motors to generate 800+
hp and 700+ lb-ft of torque. Genovation holds the Guinness World Record for
a street legal EV—190.48 mph in the standing mile—and is also the first
street legal EV to record a top speed of 209 mph, a record it still retains.

An all-new 2019 HONDA Passport five-seat, 280-hp 3.5L V6-powered SUV
with 9-speed automatic promises on-road refinement, off-road adventure and
best-in-class interior space including underfloor cargo space. Passport slots
between the compact CR-V and three-row Pilot in the lineup. Unibody con-
struction, the V6, fully independent suspension and easy steering are geared
toward town and long road trips, while available Honda i-VTM4 torque-vector-
ing AWD and four-mode Intelligent Traction Management (with snow, sand
and mud modes) are aimed at tough terrain normally tackled by body-on-frame
or off-road focused SUVs. 20-inch alloy wheels are standard on all trims.

HYUNDAI completes its new four-SUV lineup (atop Kona, Tucson and now
just one Santa Fe) with the all-new three-row Palisade replacing the one-year
2019 Santa Fe XL as its flagship entry for 2020, with seating for up to eight,
ventilated one-touch second-row seats, power third-row seats and generous
reconfigurable cargo space. Technology features include a 10-inch nav screen,
wireless charging, seven USB ports, heads-up display, and a clever new roof
vent diffuser providing quieter, draft-free rear AC flow, for a focused stream of
air whenever and wherever desired. Efficient shift-by-wire and Hyundai
SmartSense technology are standard. Palisade arrives at dealers this summer.

One of the most highly anticipated and well-received reveals at LA was the
new JEEP Gladiator, FCA’s first new entry into the booming midsize pickup
seg ment. Based on the max-capability Wrangler—with Command-Trac and
Rock-Trac 4x4 systems, third-gen Dana 44 axles, Tru-Lock electric front- and
rear-axle lockers, Trac-Lok limited-slip diff, segment-exclusive electronic sway-
bar disconnect, 33-inch off-road tires, unmatched crawl ratios and up to 30



• 2019 Nissan Murano

• 2020 Porsche 911 Carrera S and 4S

• Rivian Electric Adventure Vehicles™ all-electric pickup

• 2019 Toyota Prius with new AWD-e system

• Volkswagen I.D. BUZZ Cargo panel van concept
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• 2020 Kia Soul

• 2020 Lincoln Aviator

• 2019 Mazda3 Hatchback

• 2020 Mercedes-AMG GT

• Mitsubishi e-Evolution Concept

inches of water fording—the Gladiator pickup claims best-in-class towing
(7650 lb) and 4x4 payload (1600 lb in its five-foot steel bed). Wrangler-like body
reconfigurability provides open-air freedom not found in other pickups. A soft
top and two hard tops are available. Gladiator arrives in second quarter 2019.

KIA Soul is the vehicle that first turned heads toward Kia—they refer to
“since Soul” as a corporate watershed, when brand sales grew by 150 per-
cent, and note that rivals Scion xB and Nissan Cube were discontinued—and
they have tackled the formidable task of updating an icon very nicely, com-
pletely new yet familiar, retaining its instantly recognizable profile and shape.
The third-gen Kia Soul has a new high-tech cockpit with available 10.25-inch
screen and heads-up display, while offering non-turbo and turbo models and a
new 2.0L engine and "intelligent variable transmission” (IVT) combination.
Two new trims—GT-Line and X-Line—make a total of six, not counting the
new Soul EV also revealed at LA (as well as an all-new Niro EV).

A new midsize three-row LINCOLN Aviator reflects the winning style of the
new full-size Navigator introduced in 2018, while bringing back a nameplate
dropped in 2005, rounding out their refreshed SUV lineup along with the small-
er Nautilus (formerly the MKX as they continue to move away from their recent
hard-to-distinguish three-letter naming scheme for most models). Aviator has
a standard 400-hp twin-turbo 3.0L V6 with 400 lb-ft of torque, 10-speed auto-
matic and available AWD. A Grand Touring model adds advanced hybrid tech-
nology, for 450 hp and 600 lb-ft of torque. Packed with technology and premi-
um touches, the new 2020 Aviator begins production during 2019.

MAZDA revealed gen-four of its popular Mazda3 (which has sold over six mil-
lion copies since 2003) in sedan and hatchback form for 2019. Kodo design lan-
guage carries forward in familiar form but with a striking new overall shape.
The sedan is presented as a more elegant option, the hatchback as more emo-
tional. The powertrain lineup includes SKYACTIV-X, a new kind of combustion
engine that combines advantages of gasoline and diesel engines—an innova-
tive spark-controlled compression ignition system allows quick response and
control over gear settings for performance without sacrificing fuel economy.
The new Mazda3’s global rollout starts in North America early this year. 

For 2020, MERCEDES-AMG adds a new limited edition AMG GT R PRO to the
growing AMG GT lineup. Two-door AMG GT Coupes and Roadsters receive an
AMG DYNAMICS integrated driving control system, a new AMG Performance
steering wheel, the center console with display buttons from the AMG GT 4-
Door Coupe, and a fully digital instrument display. The AMG GT R PRO is mod-
ified for more racetrack performance, with additional lightweighting, new sus-
pension, and aerodynamic fine-tuning for even more downforce overall. New
telematics architecture makes the digital instrument display with 12.3-inch
cluster and 10.25-inch multimedia screen on the center console possible.

The MITSUBISHI e-Evolution Concept is an all-electric high-performance
SUV highlighting a new brand strategy reflecting an adventurous and progres-
sive mindset as the company expands and accelerates EV deployment along
with AI, connectivity, on-board and cloud computing. Aggressive styling proj-
ects both high-performance cross-country tourer and four-wheel-drive charac-
teristics, from a black glass grille to blue highlights for cameras and sensors,
to large air intakes to cool electric brake calipers. A large hexagonal shape in
the rear panel evokes the Mitsubishi Pajero, a classic high-capability off-road-
er. The e-Evolution Concept is powered by three high-torque electric motors.

NISSAN presented a 2019 refresh of the third-generation Murano, with a
more pronounced V-motion grille, redesigned LED headlights and taillights,
new LED fog lights, new 18- and 20-inch alloy wheels, and new colors. Inside
are available diamond-quilted leather-appointed seats, as well as new wood
or metallic finishes. Ad vanced safety and connectivity features are expanded,
with an 8-inch multi-touch screen standard. Four trim levels have just two
option packages for power panoramic moonroof, Bose audio and more. All
have a 260-hp 3.5L V6, Xtronic transmission and front-wheel or optional all-
wheel drive. A 2019 refresh for the eighth-gen Nissan Maxima was also shown.

PORSCHE revealed Carrera S, Carrera 4S and GT2 RS Clubsport versions of
the eighth-gen 911 (internally 992). Wider wheel housings arch over 20-inch
front and 21-inch rear wheels. The flat-six turbo of the 911 Carrera S and 4S
now has 443 hp, up 23 percent. With 8-speed PDK DCT, the S Coupe hits 60
mph in 3.5 seconds and the AWD 4S Coupe in 3.4, both 0.4 seconds faster
than the prior models. A Sport Chrono Package knocks off another 0.2 seconds.
Top speeds are 191 and 190 mph, respectively. A manual transmission will be
offered later. The new Porsche 911 GT2 RS Clubsport track event car is a 700-
hp racing version of the street-legal 911 GT2 RS, limited to 200 units globally.

EV manufacturer RIVIAN unveiled its Electric Adventure Vehicles™, the R1T
all-electric 5-passenger pickup and the R1S all-electric 7-passenger SUV. With
up to 400+ miles of electric range, a wading depth of one meter, lockable stor-
age bins for bulky gear, and the performance and precise control of quad-motor
AWD, Rivian vehicles have been developed to help customers get out and
explore the world. The foundation of the R1T and R1S is a skateboard platform
for the battery pack, drive units, suspension, braking and thermal system all
below the height of the wheel, leaving space above for occupants and their
gear. Both will be built at Rivian's manufacturing facility in Normal, Illinois.

TOYOTA showed the Prius lineup still has some tricks up its sleeve, with a
new electric all-wheel-drive model, the Prius AWD-e. Its Hybrid Synergy Drive
system, shared with other Prius models, combines the output of a 1.8L 4-cylin-
der gasoline engine and two motor/generators through an electronically con-
trolled planetary-type CVT. An Electronically Controlled Brake System coordi-
nates control between regenerative braking and hydraulic brake force to opti-
mize brake performance and feel. Its gasoline engine’s ultra-low internal fric-
tion and efficient combustion exceed 40 percent thermal efficiency, among the
highest in the world for a gasoline engine. In addition to AWD traction and
control, the Prius AWD-e projects 52/48/50 mpg (city/hwy/comb) fuel mileage.

VOLKSWAGEN has been evoking its classic VW Microbus with I.D. BUZZ EV
concepts for awhile. Their newest effort, the I.D. BUZZ CARGO concept shown
in LA—a spacious zero-emissions EV panel van concept—“could be” for sale
by 2022, providing 340 miles of range with its largest anticipated available
battery. VW hints that the CARGO might show up first as a support vehicle for
their I.D. R Pikes Peak record holding race car. Special features include a dig-
ital cargo system, 230V socket for power tools, and a solar roof that can
extend range by up to 9.3 miles. Can’t wait to get behind the wheel? That’s one
possibility, though its “I.D. Pilot” mode allows full autonomous operation.

Upcoming shows include the North American Inter national Auto Show (in De -
troit) in January, the Chicago Auto Show in February, the Geneva Motor Show
in March, and the New York International Auto Show in April. ■


