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Gooding
& Company
14th Annual Scottsdale Auction
Monday-Friday, January 18-22, 2021 
OUT-OF-TOWN ONLINE:
Southern California facility

GOODING & COMPANY ran this year’s event, bearing
the Scottsdale name, from their Southern California
facility, on their All Geared Online platform, with all lots
available for viewing and inspection, by appointment
only and subject to pandemic guidelines and direc -
tives, and offered variously with and without reserve.

Gooding realized $7,092,031 from 39 of 49 lots, an
80 percent sell-through rate, at an average price of
$181,846 per lot sold, with new world record set for a
Bugatti Type 37 and for a Meyers Manx.

Top seller was a well-preserved 1966 Ferrari 275
GTB Long Nose, at $1,936,000. A closely watched
1954 Aston Martin DB2/4 Drophead Coupe sold for
$968,000. One new auction world record was set by a
1926 Bugatti Type 37 Grand Prix at $935,000. A 1967
Ferrari 330 GTC sold for $517,000; and a 1965 Shelby
GT350 rounded out the top five at $385,000 in a major
bidding war. 

Also of note, a distinctive record-breaking 1972
Citroen SM Land Speed Racer sold above es timate at
$203,500; and a 1968 Meyers Manx at more than
double its low estimate brought $101,200, a new
auction world record for that model, as well.

“Although we miss interacting with our clients one-
on-one and commanding the auction stage at our an -
nual Scottsdale event,” says Gooding president and
foun der David Gooding, “it is exciting to see such
incredible engagement on our Geared Online
platform.” ▼ www.goodingco.com

Bonhams 
10th Annual Scottsdale Auction
Thursday, January 21, 2021
IN-TOWN LIMITED LIVE & ONLINE:
Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, 6902 E Greenway Pkwy, Scottsdale AZ 85254

BONHAMS had the distinction of not only running their event in (or from) Arizona dur-
ing the normal January timeframe (a distinction shared with RM Sotheby’s), but from
their normal location at the Westin Kierland Resort & Spa (a distinction all their own,
though Barrett-Jackson will do the same in March). 

At a glance, it looked like the familiar event, though at second glance, there were
no big display and bidding tents, just one small administrative one. An interested bid-
der could arrange a video-feed visit with a specialist, for a condition report and one-
to-one walkaround for a vehicle of particular interest (with preview days prior to the
sale day). Actual auction action was online (and, as always, by phone). 

The event’s promotional cover car, a 1959 BMW 507 Series II Road ster, emerged
as top seller, at $1,809,000 after a tense bidding battle. Designed by the noted Count
Graf von Goertz and aimed at the American market, the 507 was BMW’s flagship
sportscar of the 1950s—and its most expensive, with just 253 cars sold to the likes
of Elvis Presley and the Aga Khan. This example’s pre vi ous owners include the grand-
son of RKO studios founder Shane O’Neil. It was sold following 30 years in the pos-
session of a prominent private collector.

Other top sellers at Bonhams included another desirable continental con vertible of
the 1950s, a 1956 Mercedes-Benz 300 Sc Roadster, one of just 53 Roadsters pro-
duced, selling at $698,000; from another era, a 2018 Aston Martin Vanquish Zagato
Volante—the very first of the 99 Zagato Volantes—sold for $538,500. 

Other highlights included an Alfa Romeo-based 6C 2300 Monza Replica—a recre-
ation of the 1930s racing legend four years in the making, at $406,500; a one-off
Rünge RS010, aa one-off aircraft-inspired aluminum mid-engined sports racer,
at$240,800; and a low-mileage 1992 Lancia Delta HF Integrale Evoluzione 1, a rec-
ognized modern classic, with desirable Martini 6 livery, at $182,000. 

Bonhams introduced their Live and Online format globally in 2020 in response to
the pandemic. Jakob Greisen, VP Bonhams US Motoring, says, “We’re very happy to
have got our year off to such a good start in Arizona. We had a lot of interest before
and during the sale, reflected in a very satisfactory sell-through rate.” Its
Scottsdale sell-through rate was 78 percent. ▼ www.bonhams.com

RM Sotheby’s 
22nd Annual Automobiles of Arizona
Friday, January 22, 2021 
IN-TOWN LIMITED LIVE &  ONLINE:
OTTO Car Club & Storage, 15550 N 78th St, Scottsdale AZ 85260 

RM SOTHEBY’S did run their event in Arizona and in January, but moved to a private
location this year—OTTO Car Club & Storage in the Scottsdale Airpark —for a one-
night sale as previously planned, but open only to registered bidders (who could attend
in person within pandemic guidelines, by appointment only, or via phone or online).
More than 80 blue chip collectible vehicles crossed the auction block; sales exceed-
ed $35 million, with a 90 percent sell-through rate. The one-day auction had bidders
from 35 countries, present in the room or by phone and internet; over 50 percent of
bidder participation was conducted online.

Top seller at RM Sotheby’s was a 1955 Jaguar D-Type with in-period competition
history, sold by phone at $6,000,000. Red over red, the car was one of a very small
number of D-Types so finished when new. Purchased new from Bernie Ecclestone by
British racer Peter Blond and retaining many of its original components, this is a wor-
thy candidate for vintage competition at the most prestigious levels.

Second highest sale was an elegant and extremely rare 1937 Bugatti Type 57SC
Tourer by Corsica, one of eight examples bodied by the coachbuilder of which just two
were the four-seater, which brought $4,735,000. Its known ownership his tory in cludes
time in the esteemed collections of Judge North and General Lyon. Other pre-war clas-
sics included a CCCA Full Classic 1932 Cadillac V-16 Convertible Coupe by Fisher, one
of 14 built (only four survive today), surpassing its estimate at $1,022,500; and a
multi-award-winning CCCA Full Classic 1933 Packard Twelve Individual Custom Con -
vertible, Sedans by Dietrich, one of two existing, all numbers-matching, at $819,000.

Modern supercars included a 2020 McLaren Speedtail, the first to sell at public
auction, at $3,277,500; a highly optioned 2019 McLaren Senna at $1,044,000; a
special option 2019 Ford GT ‘Lightweight’ at $967,500; a 1993 Cizeta V16T, one of
just nine, ordered new by the Royal Family of Brunei, at $665,000; and much more. 

“It was tremendous to start the year off on such a positive note given that we were
the sole remaining auction company to host a live event for the annual Arizona week-
end. In working with the local authorities and the capable team at OTTO, we were
able to safely welcome clients back to the live auction format,” said Gord Duff, Global
Head of Auctions, RM Sotheby’s. ▼ www.rmsothebys.com

Worldwide
Auctioneers
5th Annual Scottsdale Auction
Saturday, January 23, 2021
OUT-OF-TOWN LIMITED LIVE & ONLINE:
Worldwide Headquarters, Auburn, Indiana 

WORLDWIDE moved their event, also still bear  ing the
Scottsdale name, to their head quarters—Kruse Plaza
in Auburn, In di ana (home of the Auburn-Cord-Duesen -
berg Museum). The auction event moved from Wednes -
day eve ning to Saturday January 23 daytime, with
three days of televised leadup (web, FB, YT) with such
luminaries as Keith Martin, Rod Egan, John Kruse and
more, prior to the sale. Auction lots were available for
scheduled private preview, and bidding was available
online, with phone and absentee bid ding also available
to qualified pre-registered bidders. 

Worldwide had 71 vehicles cross the block, with a
93 percent sell-through rate.

Top sale was a 1934 Packard Twelve 1107 Phaeton
that once carried President Franklin D Roosevelt in a
Chicago parade. One of just five produced and with only
20,700 miles, the classic set a record at $571,500.

Records were also set by a 1947 Mercury Series
79M Marmon-Herrington 4x4 Sta  tion Wagon, one of 20
woodie wagons sold from the Steele wood Collection, at
$346,000; and a like-new 1996 Dodge Viper GTS (with
only 22 miles) sold for $122,080. 

A 1979 Chevro let “A-Team” Van, one of six official-
ly licensed by Uni ver sal Studios to promote the action-
packed ’80s TV series, sold for $84,000 with proceeds
benefiting the J Kruse Education Center, a nonprofit
organization providing career pathway development to
students and transitioning veterans. 

▼ www.worldwideauctioneers.com

Known worldwide, Arizona
Auction Week has/had grown

to eight operations: (alphabetically)
Barrett-Jack son, Bonhams, Gooding
& Company, Leake, MAG (formerly
Silver), RM Sotheby’s, Russo and
Steele, and Worldwide Auctioneers.

In the long, evolving history of
the week, most things were consis-
tent and taken for granted: they
are all held here; all are named
either Arizona or Scottsdale; all are
held in basically the same week;
and of course all are live events for
tens of thousands of sellers, bid-
ders and fans. Usually.

This year, so much is different,
as 2021 brought us the week that
was—and wasn’t. The pandemic
continues to impact events world-
wide, and these are no exception. 

Schedules and details shifted
many times, ultimately bringing a
week comprising four auctions—all
still named Scottsdale and/or Ari -
zona, though with two held here
(one at its normal location, but
basically without people, the other
in a different location, basically
with people); and two held at their
companies’ facilities elsewhere.

Depending what you count, two
had active bidders on site, in limit-
ed numbers and tightly controlled
circumstances. All had some form
of virtual inspection. All were tele-
vised or online one way or another
(online and phone bidding had
become commonplace and signifi-
cant, anyway, so this was not as
earthshaking a change as it sounds,
just less festive than in person). 

All kept the hobby-slash-industry
alive and relatively thriving.

(For updates on the rest of the
auctions, see our following page.)

Arizona
Auction
Week
2021 at
halftime



The four Arizona Auction Week
events that did not run in

January have rescheduled or rolled
forward one way or another—
some have basically moved their
January events later, some had
spring things already planned,
some adapt in other ways, and a
couple of others now fall into this
new timeframe, as well. Here are
current plans, chronologically:

Mecum Auctions
MARCH 18-20: (In-town limited live/online): 
Though not from January, Mecum will be at
State Farm Stadium (Cardinals) in Glendale,
fore casting 1,200 vehicles crossing the block. 
▼ www.mecum.com

Barrett-Jackson
MARCH 20-27: See complete info at left. 

Worldwide
APRIL 23-24: (Out-of-town limited live/on -
line): Echoing Jan uary, Worldwide Auctioneers
is running another Enthusiast Auction (from 
their Auburn Indiana HQ) in this new cycle. 
▼ worldwideauctioneers.com

MAG Auctions
APRIL 30 - MAY 1: (In-town live/online): 
MAG evolves from Silver Auctions with their
multi ple events, so this blends the delayed
January event with a spring event already
planned, back in action at We-Ko-Pa Resort. 
▼ www.motorsportsauctiongroup.com

Gooding & Co.
MAY 3-7: (Out-of-town limited live/online):
Gooding also ran an event in Jan uary, but is
running a Geared Online event (from SoCal
HQ) in May, also putting it into this spring
event cycle. 
▼ goodingco.com

Leake Auction Co.
ONGOING ONLINE: Leake ran their first
Scottsdale auction last year, a well-executed
affair you’d think had been around forever.
Live events are on pause for now, but they
have fleshed out an Online Marketplace. 
▼ www.leakecar.com

Russo and Steele
INTO THE FUTURE: Russo and Steele almost
kept their January plan, toyed with resched -
uling to March, but have decided to focus on
Monterey in August, then back to Scottsdale in
January 2022 (followed by Amelia Island). 
▼ www.russoandsteele.com

Arizona
Auction
Week
2021:
the rest

Barrett-Jackson 
50th Annual Collector Car Auction 
Rescheduled to March 20-27, 2021 
IN-TOWN LIMITED LIVE & ONLINE:
WestWorld of Scottsdale, Loop 101 & FLWright
Blvd, Scottsdale AZ 85260

BARRETT-JACKSON held a Scottsdale event last Oc -
to ber, not usually on the calendar, but a chance to con-
sider, adapt and ap ply new methods to the pandemic
era (and to catch up a bit from events postponed in
other parts of the country). Everything was scaled
down considerably, from car count to booth and ven-
dor space, and live attendance was restricted to bid-
ders, sellers and a few VIPs, in a socially distanced seat
plan, or participating online or by phone. All went very
well, making this a model for many, moving forward.

Barrett-Jackson’s 50th year event was set to follow
this format on its original schedule in January. Instead,
for a little more headroom in this evolving situation, it
was moved to March, though the fact it’s their 50th
does not seem to be getting played up much. The event
will reintroduce many more of its familiar activities in
this timeframe. As always, there will be hundreds of
classic, hot rod and performance cars and trucks, over
1,000 pieces of automobilia, and a significant offering of
vendor booths and even performance car ridealongs. 

And always, they will auction a wide range of first-
production vehicles (the VIN001 Ford Bronco, VIN001
Ram 1500 TRX and VIN001 GMC Hummer EV shown
here, and many more). Classics and col lectibles in clude
everything from Edsel B Ford’s personal ’58 Edsel wag -
on and ’47 Ford Woodie Wagon, to Carroll Shelby’s per-
sonal Cobra 427 Super Snake, to the Larry Winkler Col -
lec tion, the Raser Collection, a private selection from the
Petersen Museum Collection, even a Fender 1969 Ford
Mus tang Resto-Mod with matching custom ’69 Strato -
caster guitar and Tone Master Deluxe Reverb amp.

As always, Barrett-Jackson will donate significant
proceeds to charity. 

Health and safety measures this time have been ex -
panded to include Varigard disinfectant spray delivered
by Draganfly’s Vital Intelligence Technology drones.
▼ www.barrett-jackson.com
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