
And so it begins
T he week and a half collectively known as Arizona Auc tion Week

is of huge interest within the hobby-slash-in dustry everywhere, as
the first to set the new calendar year’s trends. Flash back 47 years, and
there was Barrett-Jackson, now just completing its 48th annual event.
Flash back 20 years and there was still just Barrett-Jackson. Flash back
19 years, and RM Auctions first dovetailed with this busy January week-
end in the Arizona desert. Locally based Russo and Steele launched a
year after that, followed over subsequent years by Gooding & Company,

Bonhams and Worldwide Auctioneers. Silver Auctions has run 22 Jan -
u ary events here, but not continuously in early years. (And some oth-

ers have popped up and faded away over time.) 
These seven events collectively touch the conscious-

ness of just about any car collector or aficionado you can
describe—those who follow (or long to ac quire) seven-

and eight-digit unobtainium models or even sub-$10k
finds at some venues. All interests are covered—

brass era, ’30s classics, postwar sports cars,
’60s muscle and special interest, modern

European grand touring and supercars,
ditto those from Detroit—though most

go well beyond anything you’d find
with random online shopping. It’s a

very focused week, and its results
recalibrate values—and individu -

al interests—across the board
and across the globe.
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Barrett-Jackson 
48th Annual Collector Car Auction Event
Nine days: Saturday, January 12 - Sunday, January 20, 2019
WestWorld, 16601 N Pima Road, Scottsdale AZ 85260 (AZ Loop 101 & FLWright Blvd)

▼ Barrett-Jackson sales hit $131.6 million, the largest public no-reserve col-
lector car auction ever, from over 1800 vehicles selling for over $118 million
at a 99.75 percent sell-through rate, attracting next-generation buyers with
notable growth among supercars and professional resto-mods. Records were
also set for bidders (5300) and guests. Celebrities on hand included actor and
veterans’ advocate Gary Sinise, Alice Cooper, Tim Allen, Dan Quayle, racing
greats Jeff Gordon, Rusty Wallace, Richard Petty, Kurt Busch and Arie Luyn -
dyk, and many more. Top sales included a 2019 McLaren Senna ($1,457,500),
2014 Mercedes-Benz G63 6x6 ($1,210,000), 2012 Lexus LFA Nürburgring Edi -
tion ($918,500), 2005 Saleen S7 Twin Turbo ($550,000), three Ford GT Heri -
tage Editions ($462,000 to $535,500), an 1967 Ford Mustang Eleanor, 1963
Corvette split-window resto-mod, 2011 Porsche 911 GT2 RS and a 2001 Lam -
bor ghini Diablo VT all in the $300s. Some 1500 automobilia items brought
$4.05 million (including a full-size German car ou sel at $506,000). And $9.6
million was raised for charity from sixteen charity vehicles (plus additional
do nations made on the block beyond the hammer prices), including three VIN
001 vehicles: the first 2020 Ford Mustang Shelby GT500 ($1.1 million to ben-
efit Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation); the first 2020 Toyota Supra
($2.1 million to benefit the American Heart Association and The Bob Wood -
ruff Foundation); and 2019 Ford GT Heritage Edition VIN 001 ($2.5 million to
benefit United Way for Southeastern Michigan). To date, Barrett-Jackson has
raised over $114 million for charity. ▼ Barrett-Jackson auctions include
Scotts dale in January, Palm Beach in April, Northeast at Mohegan Sun in June,
and Las Vegas in October. www.barrett-jackson.com

Bonhams 
8th Annual Scottsdale Auction
Thursday, Jan 17, 2019 (viewing Tuesday-Thursday, Jan 15-17)
Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, 6902 E Greenway Pkwy, Scottsdale AZ 85254

▼ In its eighth year here, Bonhams achieved more than $16.1 million in sales
at a 90 percent sell-through rate, with James Knight and Rupert Banner, the
venerable wide-ranging UK-based auction house’s Motoring Group chairman
and director, respectively, at the rostrum. “Our sale was well supported and
featured a large number of cars without reserve creating multiple bidders
through out and a very respectable rate of sale,” said Banner. “We sold nearly
all the cars on offer and achieved some impressive results and auction records
along the way.” Receiving the most attention were two distinctive Italian spi-
ders coachbuilt by Carrozzeria Frua: one, the event’s top-selling 1952 Maserati
A6G 2000 Frua Spider, the sole surviving example, expertly restored and doc-
umented and a participant in both the Pebble Beach and Villa d’Este concours
d’élègance events. Brisk bidding in the room and globally by phone brought a
sale at $2.755 million, a new world auction record for the model; and the other
Piero Frua’s very first car, known for setting a new direction in automotive
design, a 1946 Fiat 1100 Frua Spider, also a veteran of Pebble Beach and Villa
d’Este concours d’élégance, as well as the Mille Miglia Storica—and also hit-
ting a new world auction record for the model at $577,000. Other top sellers
included a 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Gullwing Coupe ($1,110,000), 1963
Porsche 356B Carrera 2 GB Cabriolet with Coachwork by Reutter ($1,000,500),
1934 Mercedes-Benz 500K Four-Passenger Tourer ($830,000) and a 1965
Aston Martin DB5 ($676,000). ▼ Bonhams—since 1793—followed Arizona
with a Las Vegas Motorcycle Auction and Les Grandes Marque du Monde au
Grand Palais in Paris. Bonhams hosts a wide variety of auc tions of many types
worldwide throughout the year. www.bonhams.com

Gooding & Company 
12th Annual Scottsdale Auction
Friday-Saturday, Jan 18-19, 2019 (viewing Weds-Sat, Jan 16-19)
Fashion Square - 4700 N Scottsdale Rd (Goldwater & E Highland Ave) - Scottsdale

▼ Gooding & Company, with sales over $48 million at an 85 percent sell-
through rate, achieved major bragging points by having the three highest sales
prices and five out of the top ten highest sales among all seven auctions dur-
ing Arizona Auction Week this year, and they are proud of having done so with
one of the smaller inventories (the average sales price was $459,417 per car).
Ferraris dominated among nine cars selling in seven figures, including a 1963
Ferrari 250 GT SWB Berlinetta ($7,595,000), 1958 Ferrari 250 GT Tour de
France ($5,890,000), 1953 Ferrari 250 MM Spider Series II (a world record at
$5,395,000), 1984 Ferrari 288 GTO ($2,507,500), 1952 Ferrari 212 Europa
Cabriolet ($1,930,000) and a 1963 Ferrari 250 GT Lusso ($1,902,500). Other
standouts included a 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Gullwing ($1,435,000), 1964
Shelby 289 Cobra ($1,050,000), Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Roadster ($1,006,000),
and a 1936 Bugatti Type 57 Two-Light Ventoux (a world record at $885,000).
“Bid ding was strong,” states David Gooding, president and founder of Gooding
& Company. “I am delighted to close out another fantastic week resulting in
the top three sales across the board and new world records,” ▼ Gooding &
Com pany moved next to their auction during the Amelia Island Concours in
early March, where they had consigned ten high-profile Porsches from the col-
lection of WhatsApp co-founder, Jan Koum, including a 1993 Porsche 964
Carrera RS 3.8, 2008 Porsche 997 GT3 RS 3.6, and 2011 Porsche 997 GT2 RS,
all to be offered without reserve Gooding & Company is also the official auc-
tion of the Pebble Beach Con cours in August. www.goodingco.com

ARIZONADRIVER • March-April 2019 • 2928 • March-April 2019 • ARIZONADRIVER



RM Sotheby’s 
20th Annual Automobiles of Arizona
Thursday-Friday, Jan 17-18, 2019 (preview Weds-Fri, Jan 16-18)
Arizona Biltmore, 2400 E Missouri Ave, Phoenix AZ 85016 (24th and Camelback)

▼ RM Sotheby’s 20th annual Arizona auction was held again at the historic
Arizona Biltmore, though this year at a new marquee tent out front, with
smooth flow-through from its outdoor displays. Sales totaled $37 million at an
85 percent sell-through rate, with high demand for American classics and
modern high-performance cars. Top sale highlights covered the spectrum from
American classics to high-performance modern Europeans, with the top ten a
low-mileage 1985 Ferrari 288 GTO ($3,360,000), 1958 BMW 507 Roadster
Series II ($2,175,000), 1967 Ferrari 330 GTS ($2,012,500), 1948 Tucker 48
($1,600,000), 1956 Bentley S1 Con ti nen tal Drophead Coupe ($1,077,500), 2017
Ferrari F12tdf ($1,006,000), 1930 Cad il lac V-16 Sport Phaeton ($940,000), 2012
Lexus LFA Nürburgring Package ($885,000), 1968 Ferrari 330 GTC ($687,000)
and a 1971 Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona NART Spider ($670,500). Three private
single-owner collections were featured: the Torque Collection (a selection of
Porsche 911 cars and also a restored 1951 Spartan Royal Mansion trailer that
itself brought $351,500); the Calumet Collection (a single-owner luxury British
car collection including a unique coach-built 1987 Rolls-Royce Carmargue
Retractable Hardtop at $252,000 and possibly the first 2000 Bentley
Continental SC at $246,400); and the Richard L Burdick Collection (including
the above 1930 Cadillac V16 Sport Phaeton at $940,000 and a 1932 Marmon
Sixteen Two-Passenger Coupe at $665,000). ▼ RM Soth eby’s follows Arizona
with European sales in Paris, Germany, Italy and London from February through
November; and domestically Amelia Island (where they are the official auction
of Amelia Island Con cours) and Ft Lauderdale in March, and Auburn, Monterey
and Hershey from May through September. www.rmauctions.com

Russo and Steele 
19th Annual Sports & Muscle in Scottsdale
Wednesday-Sunday, January 16-20, 2019 (preview same)
Salt River Fields, 7555 N Pima Rd, Scottsdale AZ 85258 (Talking Stick at Loop 101)

▼ Russo and Steele—with an emphasis on European sports, American mus-
cle, hot rods and customs—returned to its location at Salt River Fields at Talk -
ing Stick for the third year, with its concours-style vehicle display layout and
the main auction pavilion on 100 percent hard surface asphalt. A fully climate-
controlled 13,000-sq.ft vendor pavilion, also on asphalt, housed over 100
booths and trailers, with everything from leather boots and furs to food, and a
jumbo screen streaming the live auc tion, all directly adjacent to the “auction
in the round” block action. The event got underway on Wednesday and ran
through Sunday. The top ten sales included a 1972 Ferrari 365 C4 ($330,000),
2006 Ford GT ($286,000). 1967 Hemi Charger ($280,500), 1970 Plymouth Hemi
Coupe ($231,000), 1988 Pan tera GT5-S ($210,000), 2002 BMW Z8 Alpine Edi -
tion ($165,000), 1971 Mercedes-Benz 280 SL ($152,900), 1988 Lamborghini Di -
ab lo ($148,500), 1967 Corvette 427-435hp ($145,750) and a 1997 Porsche An -
di al Turbo ($130,000). On the charitable side, a 1994 Club Car DS Golf Cart
with ’57 Chevy body styling was sold not once but twice in a row, raising a
record-breaking $58,000 for the family of fallen Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community police officer Clayton Townsend. And beating even the reg-
ular auction top seller was a 2012 Lexus LFA supercar, which raised more than
$400,000 for Plexus Charities and Feeding America. ▼ In ad dition to Scotts -
dale in January and Monterey in August, this year Russo and Steele is adding
a new event at the Amelia Island Concours in early March, with over 250 ultra-
premium automobiles crossing the block. www.russoandsteele.com

Silver Auctions Arizona 
22nd Arizona January Auction
Friday-Sunday, Jan 11-13, 2019
New location: Peoria Sports Complex, 16101 N 83rd Ave, Peoria AZ 85382

▼ Silver is the only auction house with multiple sales in Arizona each year,
including during January Auction Week. Silver has long been the farthest afield
of the midwinter events, at Fort McDowell north of Fountain Hills. This year,
they moved to the Valley, though, unlike all the others, to the west side, at
Peoria Sports Complex (MLB Spring Training home to the San Diego Padres and
Seattle Mariners). Unlike the other six January auctions, Silver has thus far not
been the source of bragging points for the most dollars spent or the highest
individual sale of the week. That, in fact, may be its biggest bragging point. The
vibe is different here—you’ll find yourself mingling and chatting in the parking
lots, in the auction tent, even with the drivers of vehicles lined up to cross the
block, untouchable at most events. It still feels like a hobby here, not so much
an industry. Silver doesn’t produce much in the way of results information, but
we haven often taken everything on the docket and added it up, with the result
always the same: you could buy every vehicle here for less than the individual
cost of just one of various top sellers at the top-dollar events. And they are
compelling vehicles, too—actually drivable, some perhaps perfect for further
restoration and a future run at the other auctions, each with a story and its own
particular appeal. On a budget? Silver generally has dozens of vehicles under
$10,000, many under $5000, a few even just in the hundreds. We like the idea
of going there with zero preconceived mission and just raising our hands for a
few things that ring our bell. ▼ With new local owners, Silver Auctions Arizona
is the only event running more than once here—in fact three times, in
November, January and April. (The former parent Silver Auctions holds events
across the Northwest and Northern Plains.) www.silverauctionsaz.com

Worldwide Auctioneers
3rd Annual Arizona January Auction
Wednesday, Jan 16, 2019 (preview Sunday-Wednesday, Jan 13-16)
6460 E McDowell Road, Scottsdale AZ 85257 (McDowell Rd & 64th St/Galvin Pkwy)

▼ Worldwide Auctioneers, now in its third year here, has settled comfortably
into its spot as the first of the one- and two-day high-end auctions, running on
Wednesday night. Worldwide concentrates on low volume, high quality and
diversity, this year emphasizing rare pre-war automobiles, classics, and sports
cars, as well as some great muscle and several handsome collectible pickups.
This year’s event generated just shy of $10 million in sales, with a sell-through
rate of 80 percent (and an active post-sales operation still in play). The top sale
was an unrestored, remarkably original HVA Preservation Award-winning
1959 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Roadster ($990,000). Other high sales included
two 1935 Auburn 851 SC Boattail Speedsters from the Tom Gaughen Col lec -
tion, one at $687,500 and another at $632,500. A rare 1936 Duesenberg Model
JN LWB Tourster, the very last car of the special JN series, sold for $605,000.
Significant American muscle cars also featured in the sale included an excep-
tional unrestored Bloomington Gold Certified® 1969 Chevrolet Corvette L88
Roadster that found a new home for $522,500. A sampling of other sales
include a 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air fuel-injected sport coupe ($60,500), a 1963
Corvette split-window fuelie ($148,500), a 1965 Corvette roadster ($40,700), a
1953 Chevy five-window pickup ($44,000), a 2002 BMW Z8 roadster
($176,000), a 1965 Austin Healey 3000 Mk III BJ8 sport convertible ($77,000),
a 1954 Buick Skylark convertible ($81,400), and several other Auburns, includ-
ing a 1936 Auburn 852 SC Phaeton Convertible at just $88,000. ▼ Worldwide
also has events in Pacific Grove (Mon te rey) in August, as well as in Texas and
their home base of Auburn, Indiana. They also perform se lect, stand-alone auc-
tions of private collections. www.worldwide-auctioneers.com
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